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ANALYSIS OF A RECORD OF AYUTTHAYA,

PEGU AND AVA

Pimpun Piboonwungcharearn

A study of history of our nation has
rapidly developed. At present experts
and researchers in various fields
have paid great attention to historical
facts. Their studies and examinations
undertaken to a great extent have
always provided new facts for the Thal
history.

The National Library has dis-
covered a record of Ayutthaya, Pegu
and Ava in a manuscript written on
indigenous black paper. This Thal
traditional book with a total of 104
pages is 10 cm. wide and 34.5 cm.
long. There are 4 to 5 lines of words
written on each page with a slate-pencil
or in yellow and white ink. lllustrations
painted with water colours are also
included. The said book is In poor
condition. The name of the person who
set down in writting and the time when
the record was written still remains
unknown. However, in veiw of the
alphabet and the method in writting, It
may be presumed that this manuscript
was written around B.E.2300-2350
(1757-1807) Contents of the book
comprise the following subjects:
observation of natural phenomena,
namely a rainbow, cloud and fog,
stars, the sun, the moon and thunder;
superstitious practices of praying for
rain,riddance of illness and driving
away the water; record of Ayutthaya,
Pegu and Ava and the art of fortune
telling from reading a junk, an elephant,
a horse and numbers.

This record deals with historical
accounts of Ayutthaya, Pegu and Ava

by starting in B.E. 2280 (1737) when a
powerful king ruled Ava and then
switching to Ayutthaya in B.E. 2302
(1759) when the city was attacked
by Burmese forces up to the fall of

Ayutthaya.
The said record provides informa-

tion on Ayutthaya and Pegu during the
time of war in B.E. 2310 (1767). The war
ended with the defeat of Ayutthaya
which fell to the Burmese for the
second time. The reliability of accounts
of events from this record can be
checked by means of comparing them
with other source materials already
revised and published as follows;-

1. Thai Rop Phama.

2. Prachum Phongsawadan
Phama Raman.

3. Phraratchaphongsawadan
Chabap Phraratchahattha-
lekha.

4. Phraratchaphongsawadan
Krung Sri Ayutthaya Chabap
Somdet Phra Phonnarat Wat
Phra Chetuphon.

5. Kham Hai Kan Chao Krung
Kao, Kham Hai Kan Khun
Luang Ha Wat, Phraratcha-
phongsawadan Krung Kao,
Chabap Luang Prasoet Ak-
sonniti.

Comparative studies of these
documents have revaled that dates of
occurences and number of soldiers are
still in controversy

Translated by
Nantana Tantivess
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